La Brujo

“The Witch”

For String Orchestra, Grade 2.5
by Jorge Vargas (BMI)

Instrumentation

1 - Full Score

8 - Violin 1

8 - Violin 2

3 - Violin 3 (Viola T.C.)
5 - Viola

5-Cello

5 - Bass*

1 - Optional Guitar

Note from the Editor:

In this grade 2.5 work, written in a minor, students will be exposed to G#'s both on the D and G strings. All parts remain
in first position, though an optional shifting fingering is provided for 1st Violins. A Violin 3 part is provided as an
alternative/enhancement to Viola. *A Cello 2 part that doubles the Bass is available as a free download.

- Katie O'Hara LaBrie

Full Set - $55.00 Extra Conductor Score - $10.00 Extra Part - $4.00
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La Bruja

“The Witch”
By Jorge Vargas, Grade 2.5

Program Notes:

La Bruja tells the mischievous tale of “the witch.” A favorite with mariachi groups due to its hauntingly beautiful melody,
La Bruja is the perfect introduction to folk songs from Veracruz! Enjoy the waltz-like melody countered with traditional
Mexican folk rhythms that will definitely make you want to sway and dance to the music.

About the music:

La Bruja is a Son Jarocho, which means it originated from the Mexican state of Veracruz. The instruments that are
associated with this type of music are the jarana (a small, guitar-like instrument), the requinto jarocho (a small
guitar-like instrument plucked with a long pick called an espiga, that is made out of bull horn), and an arpa jarocha (a
five octave harp with no pedals). There is also an accompanying dance, which involves placing a candle on your
head through the entire dance. The optional guitar part in this arrangement creates an atmosphere that evokes the
tfrue spirit of the work.

About the Composer

Jorge L. Vargas is a band director at Memorial Junior High in Eagle Pass, TX. He holds a
Bachelor's Degree in Music Education from The University of Texas-San Anfonio and a
Master's Degree in Education from Lamar University. Mr. Vargas has written and
arranged for concert band, marching band, string orchestra, and mariachi ensemble.
His music has been performed at many festivals and competitions by high school
groups and by professional groups alike. His band compositions have been published
by Grand Mesa Music, Alfred Music, Excelcia Music, and Randall Standridge Music
Publications. Several of his band and string orchestra compositions appear on various
state music lists throughout the country. Jorge's compositions have also been
performed at the Midwest Clinic and ASTA National Conference. Jorge is a member of
BMI, the Texas Band Masters Association and the Texas Music Educators Association.
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Be sure to check out all the great works from
Randall Standridge Music: Orchestra

(recordings and sample scores at randallstandridge.com)

Grade .5to 1.5
A Touch of Glass by Bob Lipton
Bronco Rapids by Caryn Wiegand Neidhold
Mechanical Monsters by Randall Standridge
Shadow Fire by Randall Standridge
The 101 by Katie O'Hara LaBrie

Grade 2-2.5
Dance Pizzicato by David Bobrowitz
Goblins & Ghouls by Katie O'Hara LaBrie
Fragile by Randall Standridge
La Bruja arranged by Jorge Vargas
Santa the Barbarian by Randall Standridge

Grade 3-4
Dragonfly’s Journey by Avher Dorman
Harvest Ritual by Jeffrey Hart
Jump! by Katie O'Hara LaBrie
Of Love and Loss by Mitchell J. Roth
Zephyr by Caryn Wiegand Neidhold

Creativity * Quality ¢ Diversity



